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WARDROBE FOR OPPORTUNITY PARTNERS WITH FIRST PLACE AND 

TARGET 
Emancipated foster youth go from the dressing space to the workplace 

 
OAKLAND, Calif., July 2, 2006 – Wardrobe for Opportunity, the nonprofit organization 

that provides business clothing and career support to low-income East Bay jobseekers, is 

partnering with First Place, an Oakland-based nonprofit organization supporting young 

adults in their transition from foster care to successful adulthood. On July 14th from 9 

am to 3 pm at the Wardrobe for Opportunity (WFO) headquarters in downtown 

Oakland, WFO “dressers” will outfit four men and four women from First  Place in 

business attire. Once dressed, human resources representatives from Target in San 

Leandro will be on hand to assist the eight young adults in becoming job- and 

interview-ready by holding an interviewing workshop, reviewing resumes and doing 

mock interviews, with a purpose towards hiring one or more of the work-aged 

young adults who have recently or are about to age out of foster care and are 

transitioning to independent living.  

“This is taking what Wardrobe does so well, providing business attire and career 

support, and completing the circle by helping our clients get into the job market,” said 

Nicole Levine, executive director for Wardrobe for Opportunity.  “The combined efforts 

of WFO, Target and First Place in this venture can provide a far greater impact than we 

could make on our own.” 

The Wardrobe for Opportunity dressing consultants will spend four hours with the 

eight First Place young adults (aged 18 to 23) to provide appropriate interview and job 

attire. For the women, outfits generally include two complete outfits including a jacket 

and pants or a skirt, a blouse, and a handbag. The men typically receive a suit jacket and 

slacks, shirt, tie, and a belt. Both men and women receive shoes, and accessories, as 

availability permits. First Place is a referral partner of Wardrobe for Opportunity who has 

dressed their clients in the past. “Many of our young adults are leaving the world of being 

a dependent minor and being thrown into the adult world with very little support.  

Organizations such as Wardrobe for Opportunity provide a much needed layer of services 

 



for our young adults during this transition,” said Andrew Niklaus, Program Manager at 

the First Place. 

 This is the first time Target has provided their human resources employees onsite 

for job consultation and potential job placement. “At Target, we are making a real 

difference every day through our community involvement programs,” said Laysha Ward, 

Vice President, Community Relations, Target. “We’re proud to partner with Wardrobe 

for Opportunity and First Place as part of our ongoing commitment to give back to the 

communities where our guests and team members live and work.” 

Two of the young adults who will be receiving professional clothing from 

Wardrobe for Opportunity and mock interviews from Target are Donisha Cameron and 

Anthony Grady.  

Donisha Cameron is a former foster youth originally from Oakland who has been 

with First Place for one year.  She is 19 years old, has a beautiful 4.5 month old and is 

going a great job of balancing parenting and being newly independent.  She was formerly 

employed in food service and although she did enjoy it she is looking forward to working 

in the retail/ customer service industry.   

Anthony Grady is originally from Oakland and his goals include supporting his 

family.  He is currently in school and has a great ‘can do’ personality.  He would like to 

have a steady job where he can focus his energy on a customer service position.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Wardrobe for Opportunity 
Wardrobe for Opportunity is a volunteer-based, nonprofit organization that provides 
professional clothing and career support to low-income jobseekers in the Bay Area. Our 
services provide jobseekers with the self-confidence, self-esteem, and skills to find 
employment and advance their careers.  Working in partnership with over 100 
community agencies, hundreds of clothing donors and 200 active volunteers, we are 

  



helping individuals build fulfilling and self-sufficient lives with unlimited possibilities for 
themselves and their families. WFO is part of The Women's Alliance, a national 
organization of independent community-based members who provide professional attire, 
career skills training and related services to low-income women seeking employment. To 
learn more about Wardrobe for Opportunity please visit www.wardrobe.org or call (510) 
463-4100. 
 
About First Place  
The First Place is an Oakland-based nonprofit organization founded in 1998 to remedy 
the lack of services available to youth who are making the difficult transition from foster 
care to independent living. First Place targets its services to 16 to 23 year-olds who are 
preparing to age out of foster care or who have recently aged out of care. Once 
discharged from care, county-funded foster care services are discontinued for the vast 
majority of these young adults. Moreover, there are limited community-based services 
available. Instead of receiving support and guidance during this critical transition, 
emancipated foster youth are without housing, a source of income, adult encouragement, 
or community support. To learn more about First Place, please visit 
www.firstplacefund.org or call (510) 272-0979. 
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